READING QUESTIONS
Alexander , The New Jim Crow, 1st edition
The book asks you to engage in the following questions:
How does the US criminal justice system create and maintain racial hierarchy through mass incarceration?
How does the current system of mass incarceration in the US mirror earlier systems of racialized social control?
What is needed to end mass incarceration and permanently eliminate racial caste in the US?
CHAPTER 1
· How did slavery function as a mechanism of racialized social control?
· How did racial hierarchy adapt and persist after Emancipation?
· How did Jim Crow function as a mechanism of racialized social control?
· How did racial hierarchy adapt and persist after desegregation?
· Define: Racialized social control, Racial caste system, color blind society

CHAPTER 2

· How does a formally colorblind criminal justice system achieve such racially discriminatory results?  What role do police and courts play in this?  Be specific 
· What are the myths about the drug war? 
· What are the implications of being labeled a felon? 
· What programs led to the militarization of police?


CHAPTER 3

· Does crime explain the racial disparities in our CJ system?
· What is the dominant racial narrative used to explain racial disparities in our CJ system? 
· How does a formally colorblind criminal justice system achieve such racially discriminatory results? Continue answering this question after reading  chapter 6
CHAPTER 4
· What is the long-term harm and wider impact of mass incarceration on people and communities of color? 
· How does mass incarceration function as a mechanism of racialized social control in the United States today?
· What is a civic death?  Provide examples. 
· How is the racial caste system maintained once someone is released from prison?
· What do we mean by “collateral consequences”? Be specific.
CHAPTER 5
· Why are CrJ reforms not working? 
· Compare and contrast the “old” and “new” Jim Crow systems. What are the similarities? What are the differences? What purposes? What methods? 

CHAPTER 6
· How does our criminal justice system fuel and perpetuate mass incarceration?  
· How has racial caste been perpetuated in the form of mass incarceration, despite achievement of the civil rights movement?
· What is needed to end mass incarceration and permanently eliminate racial caste in the US?
· What is the relationship between black exceptionalism and the racial caste system?  
· What is Alexander’s argument for  Affirmative Action is a “racial bribe”? 
· What is wrong with the meta-narrative of American individualism -- When individuals get ahead, the group benefits, as does society as a whole?  
· What is human rights approach to racial caste system in the US?  How might it benefit an analysis of change and social action? 



